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Good evening. Fellow Rotarians, President Dozono, Past RI
President Tanaka, and distinguished guests. Tonight, | want to talk
about our bonds of service and friendship between our
communities,

On the night of October 8th and 9th 2017, individual fire storms
ravaged Napa, Sonoma and Mendocino Counties, Over 5,000
homes, businesses, and personal properties was lost and destroyed
in District 5130. 89 lives were lost including our neighbors. 11
members of our Rotary Club lost their homes, Kathleen and I, Judy
and Harry Coffey among them.

Immediately we heard from our friends in Kagoshima and
Hiroshima ? members of Kagoshima West Rotary Club, Hiroshima
Central Rotary Club, the Friends of Santa Rosa Association, the
mayors office and City Hall, Kagoshima International University

A total of 84,000 USD was raised by Rotarians, City Hall
emplovees, Kagoshima International University students, Friends
of Santa Rosa Association, and the people of Kagoshima. That was
incredible!!

33,000 USD went to Sunrise Rotary members (11 of us) who
lost their homes. The remaining 51,000 USD went to a community
foundation to help those less fortunate than us.

We were visited by an Asahi Shimbun reporter who chronicled
the devastation and loss.

Mayor Mori from the City of Kagoshima visited and gave us
over 4,000 USD raised by City Hall employees.

The support was heartfelt and unconditional.

We have rebuilt and we have persevered and stand before vou
in appreciation for all vou have done for us on a personal level and
our community at large.

And now we end on a note of congratulation to the National
Baseball Team for winning the World Baseball Classic!! And
Shohei Otani is the Babe Ruth of Japan!!

Thank you, Thank vou, Thank you!!
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